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A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Lewisboro, Westchester County, New York, was 

held on Monday, December 5, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. at the Town House, 11 Main Street, South 

Salem, New York 

 

PRESENT:   Supervisor     - Peter H. Parsons 

Councilmen   - Frank Kelly, John Pappalardo, Daniel Welsh 

Town Clerk   - Janet Donohue        

           Absent          - Peter DeLucia 

     

Also attending was the Attorney for the Town Anthony Mole´, Facilities Maintenance Manager 

Joel Smith and Chief of Police Charles Beckett.   

 

And approximately 9 residents/observers.  

 

Mr. Parsons called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Supervisor Parsons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

VETERAN HALL OF FAME – New York Senate  

 

Mr. Parsons stated that New York State Senator Terrence Murphy inducted our local resident, 

Harry Soderlund, into the Veteran’s Hall of Fame.  Unfortunately Mr. Soderlund was ill and 

could not attend so he and his wife attended tonight’s Town Board meeting.  Mr. Parson’s read 

the following:  

 

Harry Soderlund grew up in Cross River as the eldest of six boys and one girl. His father had 

served as an Army Engineer in World War II, landing at Omaha Beach before fighting his way 

across Europe. Harry worked in his father’s contracting business while he was still at John Jay 

High School and then was encouraged by his father to enlist in the US Navy as a Seabee in 1969. 

 

He was trained as an equipment operator in Gulfport, Mississippi, becoming an EO3, Petty 

Officer Third Class. His first assignment was three weeks doing Search and Recovery after 

Hurricane Camille for which he received a Commendation. After a short stint building 

lighthouses and roads in Puerto Rico, he was sent to California for combat and weapons training 

before embarking for Cam Ranh Bay in Vietnam. During his twelve months there he worked with 

the Marines and Navy Seals doing underwater demolition. For this he was awarded the National 

Defense Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal and the Vietnam Campaign Medal. In May 1971, he 

was separated from the Navy ninety days early because of his service in Vietnam. 

 

Harry proudly recites the Seabees motto: “Construimus, batuimus” – “We build, we fight”. 

 

We should be proud of Harry and all our Vietnam Veterans and at the same time vow that we will 

never again treat our veterans with the lack of respect which he and other Vietnam Veterans had 

to endure on their return to their country.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

FALUN GONG – Resolution Requested  

 

Ted L’Estrange, on behalf of Falun Gong practitioners in the Hudson Valley, presented the Town 

Board with an information packet and sample resolutions regarding the persecution of the Falun 

Gong practitioners in China.  Mr. L’Estrange urged the Board to pass a resolution that would call 

on the President of the United States and members of Congress to condemn the Chinese 

persecution against members of Falun Gong.  The Board thanked Mr. L’Estrange.   

 

KATONAH ART CENTER – Traffic on Bedford Road  

 

Steve Rogers, of Old Bedford Road, read the following letter at the meeting.   
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Mr. Parsons stated that Mr. Rogers had refused to meet with himself and Mr. Pappalardo the last 

time they offered to meet.  Mr. Rogers feels that endless conversations at this point were not 

going to be productive.  Mr. Rogers and neighbors are now working with attorney Michael 

Sirignano, who delivered a lengthy letter and exhibits to the Town Board the previous Friday.   

 

Mr. Rogers invited Mr. Parsons to his holiday party on Sunday, December 11 from 2 – 5 p.m.  

Mr. Rogers also stated that as a courtesy, he informed the owner of KAC that there would be 

increased activity at his house.  The owner informed Mr. Rogers that she was having 3 birthday 

parties during the same time frame.  Mr. Rogers stated that he and his guests will be 

inconvenienced yet again.   

 

Mr. Rogers also stated he cannot let his children ride their bikes on what used to be a quiet dead-

end road.  Dog walkers are afraid of being hit by cars going to KAC.   

 

Mr. Rogers stated his property shares an aquifer with the KAC.   He also mentioned that there is a 

collective concern with the septic system.  What guarantees does the Town Board have that heavy 

metals from the paints and pottery won’t make it into the well lines.  Mr. Rogers also stated that 

when the new town well was drilled, Mr. Rogers well failed at the same exact time.  A new pump 

was then installed on their property for $3,300, which was not reimbursed to them by the Town.   

 

Mr. Rogers stated that he and neighbors felt excluded from the process of the decision to rent to 

KAC.  Mr. Welsh stated that he had a long series of public meetings, surveys of what should be 

done with the building and constant indications of concern from the neighbors as to what or 

wasn’t going to be done with the building.  Mr. Welsh stated that Mr. Rogers himself attended a 

few of those meetings.  Mr. Rogers agreed but felt that normal processes were not followed such 

as Zoning or Planning procedures.   

 

Mr. Rogers asked that the Board read in great detail what their attorney, Mr. Sirignano wrote in 

his letter.   

 

Mr. Kelly asked Mr. Rogers how long he has lived in this home and Mr. Rogers responded 

approximately 26 months.  Mr. Kelly asked if that was before or after the major heroin drug arrest 

and weapons arrest across the street.  Mr. Rogers replied after.  Mr. Rogers still believes there 

may be some suspicious activity going on and he has shared this with the police chief.   

 

Respectfully Mr. Rogers would like to work with the Board to find a resolution to this conflict.   

 

The Board thanked Mr. Rogers for his comments.   

 

Sarah Hodgson, a Lake Katonah resident who about 5 years ago used to live at 161 Ridgefield 

Avenue, which she stated was a road with shared driveways off the road.  Ms. Hodgson is a dog 

trainer and took the barn and rebuilt it to run her dog training business.  She stated that a neighbor 

came to a Town Board meeting in tears stating that Ms. Hodgson’s clients would be coming past 

her house and she was worried her children would be threatened.  Mr. Hodgson states that she has 

very high end clients who have median incomes in the millions.  Ms. Hodgson stated that what 

was at stake was that there was a very, very old residential law from the time it was a farming 
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community that would not allow people to run a small business.   Ms. Hodgson stated that this 

was dividing the town.   

 

In the end, Ms. Hodgson stated that the Town Board decided to uphold the Zoning laws and shut 

down her business.  Mr. Parsons asked if she was sure that the Town Board did this and she 

replied yes, absolutely.  She has no ill will.   

 

Ms. Hodgson is very good friends with Mr. and Mrs. Rogers.  Ms. Hodgson has informed Mr. 

Sirignano that she will ride as far as this train goes.  If it goes to the Supreme Court she will be 

with them with her papers and what the town upheld in her case.  Ms. Hodgson goes to KAC with 

her child and she sees the traffic and it shouldn’t be in this neighborhood.  The Board turned her 

down for a much smaller group.  Ms. Hodgson stated that if the Board doesn’t relocate KAC it 

will be a thorn in the town’s side.   

 

Ms. Hodgson also feels that the Town or KAC should reimburse the Rogers for the well repair 

and the fence that they erected.   

 

The Board thanked Ms. Hodgson for her comments.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Pappalardo, the Board voted 4-0 to approve meeting 

minutes and to receive and file departmental reports.  

 

MINUTES - Approved 

 

On the above motion and second, the minutes of the November 21, 2016 Town Board meeting 

were approved. 

 

THE VOTE: Yes - Kelly, Pappalardo, Parsons, Welsh       (4) 

 No - None       (0) 

 Absent - DeLucia       (1) 

 

REPORT – Monthly Reports 

 

On the above motion and second, the November, 2016 reports from the Building and Police 

Departments were received and filed. 

 

THE VOTE: Yes - Kelly, Pappalardo, Parsons, Welsh       (4) 

 No - None       (0) 

 Absent - DeLucia       (1) 

 

FUNDRAISER – Bundled Coat Drive  

 

On motion by Mr. Parsons, seconded by Mr. Kelly, the Board voted as follows: 
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THE VOTE: Yes - Kelly, Pappalardo, Parsons, Welsh       (4) 

 No - None       (0) 

 Absent - DeLucia       (1) 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board does hereby authorize the use of the Cyrus Russell 

Community House for a coat drive fund raiser to be held on Saturday, December 10, 2016 which 

is part of the New York Cares organization, and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board does hereby waive the required fee for use of the building. 

 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. 1 – Recertifying Process (8:09 

– 8:15 p.m.)  

 

Mr. Parsons stated that the Westchester County Board of Legislators recently adopted a resolution 

formally commencing the review process for recertifying the Westchester County Agricultural 

District.  Districts must be recertified every 8 years and as part of the recertification the  

Westchester County Board of Legislators must decide whether to continue the district, with or 

without modifications.  Town Attorney, Anthony Mole´ stated that the proportion of Lewisboro’s 

share of the district is small compared to that of the other municipalities involved.  Mr. Mole´ 

feels that they are looking to see if the Agricultural District is accomplishing its purpose.  Town 

of Lewisboro is 2% of the Agricultural District.   

 

Mr. Parsons stated that if anyone has any ideas he will convey this to the council of legislators.   

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING – Revised Format (8:16 – 8:20 p.m.) 

 

Mr. Parsons wanted to have a brief discussion regarding the format of the Organizational 

meeting.  He believes that it can be “bunched” and a shorter “script” can used.  Anthony Mole´, 

Town Attorney stated that the Board could state that they move to adopt the resolution as written.   

The Board would like to know about any new members in advance of the meeting and as in 

previous years they would like to review the “script” prior to the meeting.   

 

Mr. Parsons then stated that the Lakes Committee has not met in the last year.  Mr. Parsons has 

spoken with David Sachs, Jan Anderson and Paul Lewis.  The committee as it stands no longer 

has a function because the execution of the grant has concluded.  Mr. Parsons would like to 

dissolve this committee and then ask the members to come up with any ideas as a useful purpose 

for a Lakes Committee in this town.  Mr. Welsh stated that if they found a grant they could come 

to the Board.  Or any of the members could come forth on behalf of their own lakes.  Mr. Kelly 

expressed that he feels that there are enough lakes in Lewisboro that there should be some type of 

schedule when they meet with each other but it doesn’t need to be government sponsored.    

 

Mr. Parsons also stated that he spoke with Mr. Dean Travalino who is the Chairperson of the 

Cable TV Committee.  Currently the 6 members have a 1 year term.  Mr. Parsons suggested that 

this be changed to 3 year terms and stagger the existing membership.   
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CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM TRAINING – Discussion (8:20 – 8:23 p.m.)  

 

Mr. Parsons stated that a resident, Janet Heneghan, approached the board regarding Crisis 

Intervention Team Training in the Town of Lewisboro.  Chief Beckett feels that this type of 

training is very important.  Chief also mentioned that one of our officers, who is a Veteran, is 

working with someone from the Veteran’s administration on how to deal with Veterans who are 

coming back from war.   

 

The Board feels that there is no downside to this training and are very much in favor.  Mr. 

Parsons and Chief Beckett will discuss this further.   

 

CABARET LICENSE – Renew Cabaret License for Horse and Hound 

 

On motion by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Pappalardo, the Board voted as follows: 

 

THE VOTE: Yes - Kelly, Pappalardo, Parsons, Welsh       (4) 

 No - None       (0) 

 Absent - DeLucia       (1) 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board does hereby authorize renewal of a cabaret license for the 

Horse and Hound for a period of one year, subject to the Building Reports being received.   

 

CABARET LICENSE – Authorize Extension of Time for Horse and Hound for New Year’s Eve 

 

On motion by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Pappalardo, the Board voted as follows: 

 

THE VOTE: Yes - Kelly, Pappalardo, Parsons, Welsh       (4) 

 No - None       (0) 

 Absent - DeLucia       (1) 

 

RESOLUTION  

WHEREAS, the Horse & Hound Restaurant, a local business establishment located on Spring 

Street in South Salem, has requested permission to permit musical entertainment at its premises 

after midnight on New Year’s Eve 2016/17; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 98-7(A) provides that no musical entertainment is permitted between the 

hours of midnight until noon by any premises holding a cabaret license; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Horse & Hound Restaurant is the holder of a cabaret license issued December 5, 

2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town recognizes that New Year’s Eve is a special event at which patrons of the 

restaurant are likely to desire to celebrate beyond Midnight. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the Town Board hereby exercises its discretion 

as set forth in Town Code Section 98-7(A) and grants permission to the Horse & Hound 

Restaurant to permit musical entertainment to continue for no more than one (1) hour past 

midnight on New Year’s Eve 2016/17.  

 

CLAIMS – Authorized for Payment 

 

On motion by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Parsons, the Board voted 4-0 to authorize payment of 

the Town’s bills in the amount of $147,053.90, but holding the Sal’s towing payment until a 

positive identification on which vehicle was towed.   

 

POLLING OF THE BOARD 

 

RAIL TRAIL – Update 

 

Mr. Welsh stated that he received an email from Jan Johannsen of Kellard Sessions saying that 

the DEC was indicating that the Town needs to obtain a permit for the small piece of the rail trail 

since some fill will be needed.  Mr. Welsh stated he feels the length is approximately 200 yards.  

Mr. Johannsen will be forwarding a quote to Mr. Welsh.  

 

KATONAH ARTS CENTER – Discussion 

 

Mr. Pappalardo would like to offer his time to try to resolve the issue with the Katonah Art 

Center.  The issues he feels can be resolved if the parties can caucus and spend some time coming 

up with solutions.  Mr. Pappalardo has offered repeatedly to mediate between the parties and that 

offer stands.  After reading the letter for a second time from the group’s counsel he feels that, in 

his mind, it further validates that the issues can be resolved if they can open up some dialogue. 

 

LANDTRUST – Old Field Preserve  

 

Mr. Pappalardo congratulated the Lewisboro Land trust.  They continue to forge forward on their 

self-funded projects.  They are on to the second phase and this is not costing the Town any 

money.  Mr. Parsons also added particular thanks to our maintenance department Kevin Finney, 

Chris Curran and Joel Smith and to Pam Pooley who did a lot of work with installing the Garden 

of Reflection.  They have also continued to keep the path open for Handicapped Accessibility.   

 

MEETINGS – Date Set  

 

There will be a Town Board meeting on Monday, December 19, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town 

House, 11 Main Street, South Salem, New York.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – To Discuss Legal Issues  

 

On motion by Mr. Parsons, seconded by Mr. Kelly, the Board voted 4-0 to go into executive 

session at 8:30 p.m. to discuss legal issues.  
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On motion by Mr. Parsons, seconded by Mr. Pappalardo, the Board voted 4-0 to come out of 

executive session at 9:30 p.m.  

 

On motion by Mr. Parsons, seconded by Mr. Pappalardo, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at  

9:31 p.m.  

 

 

Janet L. Donohue 

Town Clerk 


